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Snowfalls and Soaks: A Winter in Kinosaki Onsen  

 

KINOSAKI ONSEN: A COZY HOT SPRING TOWN FOR THE MOST AUTHENTIC JAPANESE EXPERIENCE 

 

As winter spreads its powdery blanket across the nostalgic townscape of Kinosaki Onsen, local 

inn owners begin preparations to give a warm welcome to visitors excited for delectable 

Matsuba Crab feasts, cozy naps under plush futons, and replenishing soaks in legendary hot 

springs. 

Of course, all of the above activities certainly should not be missed during a snowy stay in 

Kinosaki Onsen. However, those searching for unique add-on adventures during their holiday 

hot spring trip need to search no further for insider recommendations. Below, check out four 

fun ways to add more magic to an unforgettable winter trip to Kinosaki Onsen. 

 

1. Soak in a Snow-Covered Hot Spring 

A wintertime retreat to Kinosaki Onsen presents visitors with a 

particularly unique, therapeutic experience: a hot spring soak 

outdoors coupled with a shower of delicate snowflakes. Timing an 

outside bath with a flurry of snowfall is a magical moment for any 

visit to Kinosaki Onsen, whether it be in Satono-yu or Goshono-

yu, the two public bathhouses in town which provide a roofless, 

open-air bathing experience, or in one of many private baths 

provided by multiple accommodations throughout town. If the 

weather timing is just right, a nighttime soak coupled with 

snowfall is especially beautiful due to the evening bath lights 

illuminating the shining water and snow. 

 

 

https://visitkinosaki.com/
https://visitkinosaki.com/local-specialties/#al_kani
https://visitkinosaki.com/things-to-do/satono-yu/
https://visitkinosaki.com/things-to-do/goshono-yu/
https://visitkinosaki.com/things-to-do/goshono-yu/
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2. Walk Across the Powder Blanket Landscape of Takeno's Seaside Village 

Located just one train stop north of Kinosaki Onsen, the seaside village of Takeno sheds its 

summertime vibes for an ivory, cozy snowy townscape during the winter months. Instead of going 

for a swim in the Sea of Japan, those making the journey to Takeno can find themselves slipping 

through time as they walk past historic "yakisugi" (charred cedar) homes topped with mounds of 

powdery snow. Once arriving at the beachfront at the end of town, brave the cold for a lovely walk 

alongside Takeno Beach's snowy spread before hopping into Kitamaekan's seaside hot spring, a 

favorite with locals and providing panoramic views of the winter ocean. 

 

3. Go Snowshoeing in Kannabe 

A traditional winter pasttime in North America, snowshoeing has made its way to Kannabe, a 

ski resort town just south of Kinosaki Onsen. With a trained guide, traverse the snowy valleys of 

Kannabe with your own pair of snowshoes, an ideal seasonal adventure for beginners not quite 

ready for skiing or snowboarding. Afterwards, reward your exercise with a quick stop by the local 

hot spring Yutorogi just beside Kannabe's roadside station. 

 

4. Explore Kumiko Woodworking in Izushi's Winter Wonderland 

Izushi is well-known as a small town brimming with history and culture, 

and the snowy season is ideal for truly immersing oneself in the locally 

practiced art of Kumiko. A traditional Japanese woodworking technique in 

which pieces of wood are assembled together without the use of nails, 

Kumiko is often implemented when creating cozy lanterns ideal for 

warming up any cold and dreary space. Under the guidance of a 

master Kumiko craftsman in Izushi, create your own Kumiko 

lantern with pre-cut pieces of wood as a special winter travel 

memento. 

 
*For inquiries regarding this press release* 

Toyooka Tourism Innovation  Point of Contact: Danielle Leveille (info@toyooka-tourism.com) 

tel. (+81) 0796-21-9002  website: visitkinosaki.com 

https://visitkinosaki.com/in-the-area/takeno/
https://visitkinosaki.com/things-to-do/kitamaekan/
https://visitkinosaki.com/tour-packages/snowshoeing-in-the-kannabe-highlands/
https://visitkinosaki.com/in-the-area/kannabe/
https://visitkinosaki.com/things-to-do/kannabe-onsen-yutorogi/
https://visitkinosaki.com/in-the-area/izushi/
https://visitkinosaki.com/tour-packages/kumiko-woodworking/
https://visitkinosaki.com/
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Kinosaki Onsen is a town of time-honored 

hot springs dating back 1300 years ago. It is 

home to seven public bathhouses, all located 

within walking distance of each other and the 

train station. Guests are encouraged to wear 

yukata and geta, stroll through the town, and 

go onsen-hopping. 

Toyooka is a downtown area home to the 

Oriental White Stork, a bird that was revived 

from extinction in this very town. The city’s 

efforts restored the Oriental White Stork 

population, and now over 250 fly the skies of 

Japan. Toyooka is also known for the Genbudo 

Caves. 

Izushi is the resident castle town, popular for 

its nostalgic atmosphere of Edo-era Japan. It is 

home to many interesting attractions such as 

castle ruins, a samurai house, a kabuki theater, 

and a clock tower. The town’s specialty is Izushi 

Sara Soba, buckwheat noodles served in small 

portions on small plates. 

Kannabe is a mountainous area with fun 

activities year-round. In the winter, one can go 

skiing, snowboarding, snowshoeing, and 

sledding. In the warm months, one can go 

camping, paragliding, fishing, tree climbing, 

and more. Kannabe is the perfect destination 

for adventurers. 

Takeno is a quaint fisherman town that is a 

hidden gem among the northern coast of Hyogo 

Prefecture. The beach has clear, blue waters 

while the mountains surrounding it offer great 

hiking opportunities. It is encouraged to stroll 

through the peaceful town, where one can find 

small shops and traditional landscapes. 

Tanto is a quiet countryside town with 

magnificent nature—including a giant field of 

tulips in the spring and brilliant red-leaved 

trees in the fall. 

https://visitkinosaki.com/places-to-go/kinosaki-onsen/
https://visitkinosaki.com/places-to-go/toyooka/
https://visitkinosaki.com/places-to-go/izushi/
https://visitkinosaki.com/places-to-go/kannabe/
https://visitkinosaki.com/places-to-go/takeno/
https://visitkinosaki.com/places-to-go/tanto/
https://www.instagram.com/visitkinosaki/
https://www.facebook.com/visitkinosaki/
https://visitkinosaki.com

